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We are one family in Jesus, putting faith to work in love.

ST. LUKE’S FIVE HABITS

We Pray  
to build a closer relationship of love with Jesus Christ.  

We Study the Bible  
to dig deeper and learn everything we can about God’s love.

We Make Friends  
because we are changed in community. 

We Tell Our Stories 
 to share with others how God is still at work in the world.

We Give Ourselves Away in  
Generosity and Service  

as apostles, sent by Jesus to be the good news in the world. 

Welcome to St. Luke’s United Methodist Church! 
We are so glad you are joining us today. Whether you are a first-time guest 
or a regular attendee ready to take the next step, we invite you to drop by 
the Connection Center as you exit the Sanctuary. During the week, contact 
Kelly in Connecting Ministries at kgrimes@stlukesmethodist.org or  
713-402-5015 to learn more.  

A Family Room with TV simulcast is open in the Chapel Parlor. 

Assisted hearing devices and large print hymnals are available from the ushers.

Sermon videos and podcasts can be found on the St. Luke's app or at 
StLukesMethodist.org/sermons.

When you can’t join us in person, watch the Livestream of 8:30, 9:45 or  
11:00 a.m. services. Go to StLukesMethodist.org/livestream or view on 
your app.

Leading in Worship today: Dr. Tom Pace, Dr. Linda Christians,  
Rev. Bill Denham, Rev. Thomas Harper, Tina Throckmorton, Lay Reader.

Musicians:   Sid Davis, Director of Music and Fine Arts; Randy Murrow, 
Associate Director of Music and Fine Arts; Ryan Jones, Fine Arts Associate; 
James J. Roman, Associate Organist; Barbara Bamberg, Associate Director 
of Music and Fine Arts.

Acolytes: Tressa Ahlquist, Sabra Ahlquist, Joshua Sauer, Emily Sauer,  
Jack Goldstein, Emily Goldstein.

The altar flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and are given in 
celebration of the baptism of Luke Andrew Freeman by Scott and 
Jacklyn Freeman.

12:05 p.m. Communion in the Chapel: Rev. Katie Montgomery Mears
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Music During Communion
 130  God Will Take Care of You MARTIN
 472  Near to the Heart of God MCAFEE

Prayer After Communion in unison  Rev. Bill Denham

Gracious God,
You have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth, 
and fed us with the bread of life. Help us to be your faithful disciples 
so that our daily living will reflect your love to all those around us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Invitation to Christian Discipleship

If you would like to become a follower of Jesus Christ, or if you are interested 
in joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, we would love to talk to you 
about what that means. Please come forward after the service to meet with our 
Christian Friends. 

If you would like someone to pray with you, you are invited to come forward 
after the service and meet with one of our prayer volunteers.

*Hymn of Commitment
 140  Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS

*Benediction  Dr. Linda Christians

Postlude  Dialogue Gilbert Martin

At places marked * those who are able may stand.



 Prelude    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Lau

*Call to Worship

Leader: Praise the Lord, O my soul!
All: I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
 I will sing praises to my God while I have being. 
Leader: Happy are those whose help is in the Lord their God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; 
All: The Lord will reign forever, from generation to generation.
 Praise the Lord!

*Hymn of Praise
 60  I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath OLD 113TH

*The Apostles’ Creed UMH #881  Rev. Bill Denham

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.

*Gloria Patri UMH #70  MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Amen.

Welcome   

Scripture Reading  Matthew 6: 25-34 Tina Throckmorton

    
Scripture Response
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Call to Prayer

Morning Prayer   Rev. Thomas Harper 

Sermon  Stop Worrying – Start Trusting Dr. Tom Pace
Third in the series, Stop It!

Ministry Moment  Ashley & Robbie McDonough

Offertory  Ordinary Miracle  arr. Snyder
Pure Sound    Jillian Smith, soloist

It’s not that unusual when everything is beautiful, It’s just another ordinary miracle 
today. The sky knows when it’s time to snow, don’t need to teach a seed to grow,
It’s just another ordinary miracle today. 
Life is like a gift they say wrapped up for you every day. Open up and find a way to 
give some of your own. Isn’t it remarkable that every time a raindrop falls, It’s just 
another ordinary miracle today.
Birds in winter have their fling and always make it home for spring, It’s just another 
ordinary miracle today. When you wake up every day, please don’t throw your dreams 
away. Hold them close to your heart ‘cause we’re all a part of the ordinary miracle.
Do you want to see a miracle? It seems so exceptional that things just work out after all.
It’s just another ordinary miracle today.  The sun comes up and shines so bright.
It disappears again at night. It’s just another ordinary miracle today.

*Doxology UMH #95   OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Invitation to Holy Communion   Dr. Linda Christians 

Prayer of Confession

Tender and all-merciful God,
You have given birth to our world, conceiving and bearing all that 
lives and breathes. We come to you as your children, aware of our 
many sins and shortcomings. We ask you to forgive us, and by the 
gentle touch of your Spirit help us to find a renewed calling, so that 
we may truly live as your people in service to all. Amen.

Words of Assurance and Pardon

God the Creator brings us new life, forgives and redeems us. 
Take hold of this forgiveness, and live your life in God’s Spirit.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

…the pastor continues
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

…the pastor continues
…in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

…the pastor continues
All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

We are guests at Christ’s table which is open to all. Receive the bread in your 
hands, and the server will say, “The body of Christ, given for you,” and your 
response could be, “Amen.” Then dip the bread into the juice and the server will 
say, “The blood of Christ, given for you,” and again you may respond, “Amen.” 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Indicate your need to your server. 

Offerings left at the communion rail will be directed to the Member Care 
Fund, which aids our friends in need. 

*Hymn of Preparation  
 2128                      Come and Find the Quiet Center BEACH SPRING

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead,
Find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed:
Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes that we can see
All the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 

Rob Landes


